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Thursday 4th June 2026

Dear Head Teacher and PE Subject Lead

I am writing in light of the very recent announcement concerning the PE and School Sport Partnerships Network launching in Spring 2027.

The New PE and School Sport Partnerships Network

The Department for Culture, Media and Sport, and Department for Education, has confirmed investment of more than £1bn over the next three years in PE and school sport. More young people will have access to high quality PE and school sport under the government’s new PE and School Sport Partnerships Network, which will bring national sporting expertise into every primary and secondary school to tackle inactivity. The new model will modernise the approach that operated successfully in the early 2000s before being scrapped in 2011 by the then-government. Ofsted recognised in 2011 that School Sport Partnerships improved access, participation and school-club links. 

Funding
· Over £1 billion investment in school sport across 2026–2029
· £580 million specifically for the partnerships network
· Around £200 million for facilities upgrades (e.g. pitches, equipment) 
· £100 million transition funding for primary schools
· Move away from direct school allocations
· Delivered through local partnerships and networks

A transition period and funding will operate through 2026–27. This means schools should currently still use the premium as normal but prepare for structural changes.

The new school sport partnerships are a national network of local partnerships that will connect schools (primary + secondary), local sports clubs, national governing bodies (e.g. FA, England Netball) and community organisations.  They are designed to coordinate support for PE, sport and physical activity rather than leaving schools to operate independently. The aim is to create a joined‑up system linking school sport with community opportunities and expertise.

Main goals of the partnerships:
1. Reduce inequalities; Target groups: girls, pupils with SEND, disadvantaged pupils) to ensure fairer access to sport nationwide.
2. Increase activity levels; Currently, less than half of young people meet activity guidelines.  The partnerships aim to embed daily physical activity and stronger extracurricular sport.
3. Improve quality of PE; Focus on: teacher training and upskilling structured, engaging PE lessons, physical literacy development.
4. Strengthen school–community links; Better pathways from school sport → local clubs → talent pathways. Encourage participation beyond school hour.
5. Shift to a “whole‑school” approach; Not just PE lessons: movement across the school day, links to wellbeing and mental health, integration with enrichment activities.

Timeline:
· There is no confirmed date yet for when the national delivery partner will be formally announced. The Department for Education is in the procurement phase for the national delivery partner. 
· A market engagement process (early consultation with potential bidders) took place in May, the process has not yet reached contract award stage.
· Transition period: 2026–2027
· Contract dates (estimated)
· 22 October 2026 to 22 October 2028
· Possible extension to 22 October 2031
· Full rollout: Spring 2027

Plymouth School Sports Partnership successes 2025-2026
In the academic year 2025-2026 we have been delighted to have worked with 54 schools with primary-aged children and 15 secondary schools providing all schools with comprehensive opportunities and support to ensure that we provide excellent value for money whilst continuing to address the issues of physical and mental health and wellbeing for the young people in Plymouth. 

Plymouth School Sports Partnership (PSSP) ensures that schools are supported to provide a rounded and enriching education that each child deserves of which PE and School Sport are vital elements. Along with this letter we have enclosed provided a ‘PSSP Partnership Leader Report’ which highlights the work of the Partnership this year and the impact we have collectively had supported on the young people in Plymouth schools. I have also attached our Events Offer for 2026-2027, bookings for these will go live on the 1st July 2026.

The Future for the Plymouth School Sports Partnership
In Plymouth, we are in a particularly strong position as one of the few areas nationally to have sustained a School Sports Partnership following the removal of central funding. We have a well-established network, trusted relationships and a proven track record of delivering high-quality opportunities for young people. This places the PSSP in an excellent position not only to support schools through this transition, but to continue evolving and strengthening our offer to meet future needs.

In light of the Government funding announcements, the PSSP will continue to operate under its current, proven delivery model for a full term, from September 2026 to 31 December 2026. The cost for this period will be one third of the current annual PSSP subscription, amounting to £2,000—representing excellent value for the breadth and quality of provision offered. 

We remain firmly committed to delivering a high-quality, impactful programme that supports not only individual pupils but also the wider school community. Our offer continues to align with national priorities around physical activity, wellbeing, and competitive sport, while reducing the organisational burden on school staff. All planned events will go ahead as scheduled, ensuring continuity, pupil engagement, and opportunities for participation and competition remain uninterrupted. Schools will continue to receive the same level of tailored support, expertise, and access to our School Games provision as they do currently, helping you maintain a strong, visible PE and school sport profile. 

The Plymouth School Sports Partnership does not yet have confirmation of how we will be operating from January 2027 onwards. This uncertainty is due to these pending government decisions and until these decisions are finalised, we are unable to confirm the exact structure, scope, or level of services that will be available.

To support you through these changes, we will be providing the latest updates, insights and implications at the upcoming Schools Conference in Plymouth on Monday 29th June 2026 at Plymouth Argyle:
Key session for Headteachers / Senior Leaders - FREE 90-minute Senior Leader Workshop
· What the funding changes mean for your school
· What to expect next
· How to prepare and respond strategically

We strongly encourage Headteachers and senior leaders to attend this workshop, alongside relevant staff attending the wider conference sessions. Click here to go to Plymouth Dedicated Senior Leader Workshop booking or here to go to Plymouth Main Event.

For secondary schools that currently host PE Specialist Teachers, we have today sent the subscription form to primary schools. This form is to be returned by Monday 22nd June 2026. Once we receive responses, we will be able to confirm staffing allocations for the period from September to December 2026, ensuring we can plan as effectively as possible for the start of the academic year. We recognise that this timeframe is tight and may present some challenges, and we appreciate your patience and understanding. As previously outlined, the funding has only just been confirmed and is currently secured until December 2026. We will, of course, continue to keep you updated as soon as any further information becomes available.

We want to reassure all schools that we remain fully committed to supporting physical activity, PE, and school sport across Plymouth. Our priority is to ensure continuity and to minimise disruption wherever possible. We are actively monitoring developments and preparing to respond quickly once further information becomes available.
As soon as we receive confirmation of future funding, we will put together a clear, practical plan and communicate this promptly, so that schools can plan with confidence. In the meantime, we will continue to deliver our current provision as planned and maintain close communication with our partners.

Thank you for your continued support, patience, and understanding.

Yours sincerely
[image: A close up of a signature
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Mrs Susie Wilson - Chair of Plymouth School Sports Partnership
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