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11th September 2009
Dear PE / Football Teacher,

I am writing to invite you to enter some pupils into our Ability Counts Schools’ SEN Football Event.  This will take place at Ivybridge Community College on Wednesday 30th September, from 10.30am – 2pm.   This is one of a series of events hosted by SSP’s across Devon, and previous events have proved to be a very successful experience for all who take part.
The day will consist of mixed 7-a-side mini soccer matches using size 4 footballs, and is for ambulant children with sensory, physical and learning disabilities and/or special needs who would enjoy the opportunity to play football in a team environment.  Please note that the format of some of the team categories has changed for this season – please see below an overview of the new format of these events.  Please note this is open to both special and mainstream schools, and that schools may enter more than one team.  This event aims to develop players’ ability and confidence to access further football, and so players who are new to the game are very welcome.  If you have contacts in schools that don’t usually attend and you think they might be interested then please pass on the information.

I will divide the teams into pools for the tournaments dependent on entry.  Hopefully this will mean that all children have a positive football experience.  Please indicate on the reply slip which category you think your school teams will be most suited to.

If you would like to bring some children to this event then please send back the reply slip or email me with your response.  I need to have replies back by Wednesday 23rd September, as this will then give me time to plan the day and send out final details.  Please note that matches will be played on 3G Astroturf and all children will require trainers (note that blades and studs will not be allowed), kit, shin pads, and a packed lunch.  On the day food and drink will not be allowed to be consumed on the pitch, but a separate area for this will be designated.
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.  I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely

David Carpenter
Disability Football Development Officer
Devon County Football Association
Coach Road, Newton Abbot

TQ12 1EJ
Email: david.carpenter@devonfa.com
Tel: 01626 323560      Fax: 01626 336814
Mobile: 07912 089838

Schools SEN Ability Counts Football League 2009/10

Calendar & Overview of Player Eligibility
	Date
	SSP
	Venue (tbc)
	Categories


	
	
	
	Boys

Yrs 9-11
	Mixed

Yrs 7-9
	SLD

(KS3&4)
	Girls

(KS3&4)

	30.09.09
	South & West Devon
	Ivybridge
	
	
	
	

	21.10.09
	Plymstock
	Plymstock
	
	
	
	

	11.11.09
	St Luke’s
	
	
	
	
	

	10.02.10
	Torbay
	
	
	
	
	

	10.03.10
	South Dartmoor
	South Dartmoor
	
	
	
	

	28.04.10
	North Devon
	Braunton
	
	
	
	

	19.05.10
	Sir John Hunt
	
	
	
	
	

	16.06.10
	East Devon
	Cullompton
	
	
	
	


Each event will run a mixture of the categories outlined below, the exact calendar takes into consideration the entry of schools at each fixture in the season just finished.

Boys yrs 9-11:  This is aimed principally at teams with a number of boys interested in playing competitive matches, and a number of the players may be playing regular football or have gained experience through playing at previous Schools Ability Counts events.

Featured at 8 events during the season.

Mixed yrs 7-9:  This is aimed principally at those mainstream schools and also MLD schools, who may want to enter a more introductory level of football for younger and possibly less experienced players.  Male and female players are equally welcome, there are no quotas (so in theory an all male or all female team could take part).  Featured at 7 events during the season.

SLD (KS3&4):  These will be friendly matches with no overall league table or finishing positions collated or announced.  Featured at 5 events during the season.

Girls (KS3&4):  This will consist of a coaching session followed by friendly matches for the players.  The exact format will depend on the number of players, but teams could be mixed and matched so that all players (no matter how many there are from their school) can play football.  Featured at 3 events during the season.

